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fidential Claim Retracted
Mr. Robert Siek, Director Confidentia

Denver Technical Asslistance Center . . fi:
Council of Energy Resource Tribes Authorized by:
5660 So. Syracuse Clrcle

Plaza North - Sulte 206 Date: Qé%ZAB
Englewood, Colorado 80111-249%

Re: Technlcal Asslstance - Reclsmation of the
Jackplle/Paguate Mine

Pear Bob:

As you know, the Pueblo has relled, almost excluslively, on the
technical expertlse of CERT in developling and presenting Its
position relative to the reclamation of the Jackplie/Paguate
Mine. More recently, however, the Pueblo has been reaching

out for addlitlional assistance In the area of hydrology and min-
Ing englneerlng. Ron Sollimon has advised me that the Albuquerque
Area O0ffice of the BIA will be assisting us more exteasively In
the area of hydrology. 1 understand that Ron has conveyed our
concerns to Warnar Reeser and |'a sure thst Warner has dlscussed
the particulars with you. Briefly, we ars very concerned wlth
the groundwater recovery levels In relationship te the level of
backfill In the varlous plits and the helghth of the highwalls In
relationship to the nearby Village of Paguate. We reallze that
the Pueblo wlll eventuslly find Itself Tn the posltion of nego-
tlating with Anaconda/ARCO In terms of dollars. HNevertheless,
the Pueblo must develop a position which Is technlcally defen-
sible as we go Into the final stages of the environmental lmpact
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With 21l of the above In mind, | belieave that an expansion of
TA-675 would be In order. Speclf!callr, reclamation issues con-
caerning levels of plit backfill, pit highwalls, groundwater re-
covery levels, and wasteplle sloplng could best be addressed by
the Pueblo If speclallists/experts In these sreas were made
avallable to us. | appreclate the assistance of CERT and we
will contlinue to rely on Its expertise In ths future.

Sincerely,

PUEBLO OF LAGUHRA

Edwin M. Martlinez
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